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In Waitakere Secondary Schools, only 42% of all students partici-
pate in sport.  An estimated 70% of children who play a youth 
sport end up quitting by the time they are fifteen.  These are the 
youth who are left out by a system that doesn‟t do enough to en-
courage all youth to participate in sport either as a player, coach, 
official or administrator. 

 
This workshop will cover: 

 What motivates youth to participate in sport 

Opportunities for youth within the sporting system 

What clubs can do to engage with youth 

Tools to assist clubs  

 

Where: The Trusts Stadium, Heron Coaches Room 
    65-67 Central Park Drive, Henderson 

When: Wednesday 28
th
 April  

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Cost: $25.00 

Registrations close: Friday 23
rd

 April 2010 
For more information please contact Steve Roberts: 966 3100 or 

steve.roberts@sportwaitakere.co.nz  
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Youth in Sport 
 

School Club Links 
SPARC are currently reviewing school
-club links and are collecting best 
practise of  what school-club links 
look like across New Zealand. 
 
Sport Waitakere has defined school-club 
links under four different levels. 
 
Level one is when the club shares  
information to the schools.  Information 
could include club registration dates,  
contact details of how students can join 
the club or even one off “have a go ses-
sions”. 
 
Level two is when the school and club  
begin fostering relationships where both 
parties benefit more.  As well as the club 
sharing information with the school, the 
school and club begin sharing facilities.  
The club may be utilising the school‟s 
gym, fields, courts or turf and vice versa. 

Level three is around sharing a greater 
number of resources.  Not only is there 
sharing of facilities, but the club may  
provide coaches  and officials to the 
school and the school may register their 
coaches and officials with the club and 
RSO for coaching or umpiring courses 
and pathways.  Local  Secondary 
Schools may also have students that are 
coaching or umpiring at the local club as 
part of their curriculum requirements. 
 
Level four is around a higher level of  
collaboration.  There needs to be a for-
mal Memorandum of Understanding and 
should be a win-win for both parties  
involved.  Facilities, coaches, officials 
and information is shared across both 
parties. 
For more information on school-club 
links or to share your best practice ex-
amples with us please email: 
gabrielle.gofton@sportwaitakere.co.nz 
 

Currently Waitakere has the lowest 
Secondary School participation rate 
in school sport across New Zealand.  
The 2009 New Zealand Secondary 
Schools Sport Census showed that 
only 37% of all Secondary School stu-
dents participate in sport compared to 
the National average of 51%. 
   
Due to the census only capturing school 
sport data, Sport Waitakere conducted  
in 2008 their own survey of 3255  
students to research how many Secon-
dary School students play sport for either 
their school, club or church.  Whilst the 
survey indicated a higher result of 42% it 
is still lower than the national average.  
Students were surveyed around „why‟ 
they chose to play sport (motivators) and 
those students who did not engage in 
sport, gave reasons to why they do not 
play (barriers). 
 
From this information Sport Waitakere is  
currently working on a framework to get 
more youth engaged in sport. 

Schools provide an environment where 
youth are nearly always in one central-
ized location.  However due to shortages 
of coaches, volunteers, equipment and 
field space they can not cater for all the  
students‟ needs.  The relationship be-
tween schools and clubs to engage with 
youth has never been as  vital as it is 
now.  
  
The sporting pathway a sports club can 
offer youth is significant.  Not only can 
clubs engage with youth as players of 
their code, but youth are now looking at 
other opportunities to develop them-
selves.  Youth are looking for responsi-
bility as coaches, umpires, board  and 
committee members.   
 
Sport Waitakere are hosting an 
“Engaging Youth” workshop to further 
discuss opportunities for clubs to engage 
with the youth of Waitakere. See page 4 
for more information. 


